readers’ letters :

Athlone’s 1939
camouflage job

Bierure arcive b 12 o he P
ary issuc of the special
Soveren o . Toe Aukine Gt 1t
Cape Town for home on September 1, 1939,
soon after copies of the Cape Argus giving
mews of che invasion of Poland bad been
deivered on board, We were a full ships
g . vty one chew o
bridge [ believe.

T s leady Ll dout abous what

was. cominy
Tkt 1 Sk 3 e o
shipped at_ Cape

we received the expected official notification
oo Loadon th B e o it
Germany and as 1 hurried from the radio
offce 1 tell Capuan Vincent, 1 saw the
o 16l Gl st o
the sun deck from below. what
< had been aiing for, “nd 1 gave him the
inambs down signa, T¢ was indeed thumbs
o o oo Nomby—a o shpmmae

Undee Novby' dincion, the pusenges
and sa

ecejespnicd (an e indbag
parties, and v co-operated eagerly.
e et

structures, not having any guidance beyond
ce. First class ladies
int brushes with
usto. One mature
was treating @ winch near my office
manner which suggested she felt it was
Hitler himself who was geting the benei
of her determined dollo

“The ladies alwo messured, cut out and

W One of J. Hodgson's owon pictures, taken

during Athlone Castle’s unusual camoufiage
voyage, shows the 1914 dazzle effect applied
1o superstructure.

%

itched hessian for sandbags, which the
Uiversiy nd other male paeengers iled
ind stacked around the bridge and radio
fice.

Blackout screens had already been made

'y the carpenter rie,
hough not particlarly cveniful voyage 1o
Southampton. Our arrival on September 18
however, create a_certain amount of
wonderment, Other ships in ot were 8
erey, whereas we_look
Sy turning up from 1918, Nuhby‘x
carcfully-planned  camouflage  was _ soon
obliterated o conform to the fashion of
1930,

J. HODGSON,
24 Kennedy Road,
Maybush,
Southampton.

Safety appeal
from pilots

sir,

May 1, as a Trinity House pilot and for-
mer deck officer for eleven happy years with
Union-Castle Line, draw the attention of
your readers who are concerned about
safety at sea ?

Boarding ships at sea s for most of the
time not the casiest or most pleasant of
tasks. Tt is only natural that we pilots who
have o accept this as part of our calling are
hopeful that at least it can be done without
risk, even if it cannot be done without
dxﬁcully.

dangers, empeclly the gl
T e e
falles o s e
stanchion removed and connected 1o the
Ship's siructare. Many instances of ihe
necessity of new safety measures could be
quoted but the following well illustrate the
point.

‘While disembarking from  ship, I moun-
ted the gunwale steps to the gunwale rail to

casy access to the ladder, holding the

i e b e e s s

ort. The result was that the whole gun-
e mps handhold stanchion combination
tipped up and 1 plunged into the sea, fol-
lowed by the steps.

Recently an associate of mine was dis-
embarking off Dover, using the same type

of gumesle steps apparaus. A the inguiry

ssed that the pilot held the

Sanchion then the whole apparacus pivoted

on the ships rails as he fell overboard. Less

fortnate th: pilor was caught up
in the propellers.

Pilots wish this apparatus banned by law,

want a rule, backed by over 20 coun-

s (5,000 Buropean pilos alone) as fol-

ow

Deck_arrangements. To permit ease of
access from the head of the pxlol ladders to
the deck of the ship, tw
Sing through the op of the bulwaks should
be sccurely fitted into sockets on the deck of
the ship. A flight of steps inside the bulwarks
and hooked on to the bulwark steps is
recommended.

Unfortunately, the Board of Trade do not

t00 precise and docs not give
m for manocuvring.

P. Costain, MP, has taken up our
cause, and on June 23 has been allocated o
ten-minute rule bill. T am preparing a brief,
and should any one wish to comment on the
above rule, I would be most pleased to hear

com them.

At the same time, the national newspapers

‘magazines arc showing support. Favour-
able front page articles have been printed.
Teleison s recopised the opportunity
to film. T b Jemonstrte by
i 2 hips i ladde, m e
oty and ki e combition imo the
sea with me. We all hope it goes down with
a splash.

who know Captain (Councillor)
Longman, will be glad to hear he is now a
familiar sight striding round Dover, getting
founger every dy. o the Cingue Ports
Pilotage we hav . Jones, Knowles,
Mbebacao At i 8 ol B el

G.J. G. FRANCIS,
Cinque Ports Pilors,
Tenby House,

8 Harold Street,
Dover,

Ken.

Stornoway disaster
information wanted

sir,
T had a conversation with a Mr, McKenzie

flair, to his sha
Mackenzie is anxious to have particulars and
‘photographs of olaire 11.

She wis Sir Donald Curr
yacht, second of d was taken
i Admiraty . the st of she
191418 war. The sty of the disaster be-
came more interesting the further Mr.

s private



